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Beshara SEA, since its inception in 2000 is located in Jakarta, Indonesia  and it 

is a part of world wide study group of The Beshara School.  The Beshara school came 

about to promote the knowledge in this world of the unity of existence.  The aim of 

the paper is to explore the occurence of Beshara SEA in relation with philosophical 

tasawwuf and antrophological background.  This study is an observation including 

library research. 

Started from  the demand of  a group of people in urban community as a 

mean to find the meaning of life, intellectual struggle, enlightenment and also 

psychological therapy, Beshara SEA emerging as a part of phenomena in 

cosmopolitan cities of what is called ‘urban Sufism’.  Beshara SEA as a study group 

is focusing on the absolute unity of existence mostly through study and meditation. 

The primary source of the materials for the study are some of the writings of 

Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi.  However the group is neither a school of Ibn’Arabi nor even 

a Sufi school.   

Theoretical ‘irfan resembles philosophy as it is concerned with ontology, 

interpretation of Being: God, the universe and the human being.  The ultimate aim of 

the study is to know God.  In Beshara study group, it has no teacher as such 

therefore all are students. The reading materials and conversations play an 

important role as a tool for awakening such knowledge which can not be transferred 

but only through an understanding with the heart. Ibn ‘Arabi’s writings explain 

those things which he claims have been witnessed with his heart and his entire being 

by using the language of reason.  Since the awakening has its own term and 

condition, the need for understanding on subjects, essential principles and 

rationalistic system of philosophy  is also useful to study a passage written in the 

material source. 
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